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Beach and Lemur Explorer 2025 

Nosy Be – Perinet/Andasibe Special Reserve - Antananarivo - Ifotaka 

13 days / 12 nights 

Date: 13 May 2024 

 

 
 

Click here to view your Digital Itinerary 
  

https://digital.jenmansafaris.com/Itinerary/Landing/def0665c-c387-489b-b648-50faef8c9dec?m=d
https://digital.jenmansafaris.com/Itinerary/Landing/def0665c-c387-489b-b648-50faef8c9dec?m=d
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Introduction 

 

 

Key 

B&B: Bed and Breakfast 

FB: Diner, Bed and Breakfast and Lunch 

 

Included 

• 12 x Breakfast  

• 6 x Lunch 

• 7 x Dinner 

• Accommodation as mentioned in the itinerary or of similar standard 

• English-speaking guide included in rate for 6 clients+ (Day 4-6)* 

• All transport and group transfers in applicable vehicle as per tour itinerary  

• Activities and excursions as mentioned 

• Specialist local guides in national parks as per programme 

• Park and reserve entrance fees  

Excluded 

• English-speaking guide excluded from rate for 1-5 clients 

• Flights & airport taxes: International & domestic 

• Pre and post tour accommodation 

• Optional activities 

• All drinks & meals not specified in itinerary 

• Personal expenses such as visas, travel insurance, curios, laundry, gratuities etc. 

 

Jenman Safaris Unique Experiences  

• During your stay you will have the opportunity to visit the V.O.I..M.M.A community reserve. This 

reserve provides a sustainable way of saving the remaining rainforests in the area by creating a 

livelihood for the local communities through reforestation projects.  

• Visit the picturesque volcanic island of Nosy Komba and enjoy a host of water and beach activities. 

• Night experience with wildlife in Andasibe. 

• Visit the sacred ancient forest of the Antandroy tribe, discover their traditions and ceremonies and 

the ornate tombs of Ifotaka. 

• Enjoy walks in the thorny forests of the arid south, as well as the diversity of baobabs. 

 

Accommodation Type Destination Basis Duration 

Tsara Komba  Nosy Be FB 4 Nights 

Palissandre Hotel & Spa  Antananarivo B&B 1 Night 

Vakona Forest Lodge  Perinet Special Reserve B&B 2 Nights 

Palissandre Hotel & Spa  Antananarivo B&B 1 Night 

Talinjoo Hotel  Fort Dauphin B&B 1 Night 

Mandrare River Camp  Ifotaka FB 3 Nights 
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Day 1-4:  Tsara Komba, Nosy Be   

 

Nosy Be 

Nosy Be is the most popular tourist destination of Madagascar. Located off the northwestern coast of 

Madagascar, this small island is blessed with beautiful sandy beaches, sparkling volcanic lakes and a 

diverse flora and fauna. Nosy Be has remained refreshing, unspoilt and undeveloped, with discreet 

bungalows on the beach, more numerous than glitzy shopping complexes. 

Most visitors relax on idyllic beaches, go swimming or snorkel in the calm azure waters and have a seafood 

feast at the seaside restaurants. Nosy Be is nicknamed "the island". with perfumes ". Do not miss the lush 

tropical forests of Lobeke Nature Reserve, as well as the coral reefs along the coast offering exceptional 

diving opportunities, while the many surrounding islets are perfect for a day trip. 

 

Day Itinerary 

Welcome to the Nosy Be Archipelago! Upon arrival at Nosy Be Airport, you will be met and transferred by 

car to Hell-City, where you will continue by boat to Tsara Komba Lodge. You will spend the next four nights 

in Nosy Komba, the most beautiful island in the Nosy Be archipelago, also known as "Lemur Island”.  This 

eco-paradise describes its own atmosphere as ‘the life in the slow lane’ giving you the perfect opportunity 

to simply unwind and relax. The more active traveller can choose from a myriad of activities such scuba-

diving, snorkelling, guided hikes as well as visits to the local villages (all activities are optional and for clients 

own account). Equipment for snorkelling, beach volleyball, beach racket ball, badminton, frisbees or canoe 

trips, reading or parlour games is available free of charge in the main lodge or at the beach.  

Overnight: Tsara Komba   

Owner run Tsara Komba is simply wonderful. Situated on the eastern side of Nosy Komba, this 8 roomed, 

luxury lodge is an ideal getaway for the discerning visitor. Built above its own private beach amongst 

stunning gardens and with wonderful views, the hotel is an ideal base from which to explore the island, dive, 

fish, snorkel or simply relax. All four rooms and two suites are beautifully spacious (90 to 120 m2), boasting 

ensuite facilities and private verandas overlooking the ocean. The main area consists of a stylish sitting area, 

bar and restaurant. The chef produces such delicious French cuisine that guests find themselves returning 

back year after year. Excursions to the markets and plantations on the mainland are easily arranged, as are 

trips to visit the Lemur Park on the other side of the island. 
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Nosy Komba 

This volcanic island offers magnificent views from its 622-metre high peak. It is situated roughly 30 minutes 

from Nosy Be by boat.  

  
 

Basis 
Full Board 

 

Day 5:  Palissandre Hotel & Spa, Antananarivo   

 

Antananarivo 

Antananarivo is Madagascar’s capital city, perched on top of a mountain range close to several nature 

reserves, including Tsingy de Bemaraha, with its fantastical limestone spikes. Founded in 1625, it has a rich 

historical heritage that is complemented by scenic landscapes traversed with a multitude of hiking routes. 

The city is also known for its bubbly nightlife, with live music played regularly at various clubs, bars and 

hotels. 

 

 

Day Itinerary 

After a leisurely breakfast, check out of Tsara Komba hotel and transfer to the airport for your departing 

flight to Antananarivo (not included in package price). You will spend the night in Antananarivo before 

continuing your journey. 

Overnight: Palissandre Hotel & Spa   

Palissandre Hotel & Spa is located in downtown Antananarivo. It features an outdoor pool, a spa and a 

restaurant with terrace offering panoramic city views. Free WiFi access is available. The rooms at Palissandre 
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Hotel & Spa contain wooden furniture. Each room is equipped with a TV, telephone, minibar and air 

conditioning. Featuring a bath or shower, the bathrooms also comes with a hairdryer and bathrobes. You 

can enjoy city and pool views from the room. The restaurant serves local and French cuisine. The hotel's bar 

is equipped with sofas and overlooks the garden. Guests can enjoy drinks, cocktails and snacks. Other 

facilities at the hotel include a fitness center, a 24-hour front desk, a concierge service and meeting 

facilities. The property offers free on-site parking. 

   
 

Day 6: Vakona Forest Lodge, Andasibe  

 

Andasibe 

Located in eastern Madagascar in the Moramanga District, the small village of Andasibe is surrounded by a 

belt of protected rainforest and several parks boasting incredible natural scenery and an array of exotic 

Madagascan wildlife. It serves as an excellent base from which to explore the spectacularly scenic 

surrounds. Visitors can look forward to discovering the natural wonders of the nearby Andasibe-Mantadia 

National Park, Analamazaotra Reserve and Perinet Special Reserve. Don't miss the opportunity to hear the 

unique song of the large indri lemur, explore a network of incredible trails that wind past glistening lakes and 

magnificent waterfalls and discover the rich biodiversity in the local flora and fauna.  

Day Itinerary 

Today you will head to Andasibe through the green and luxuriant vegetation of the east.  This first step 

brings us to the humid part of the country with many primary forests and lakes, and the landscape consists 

of rice fields, waterfalls, and scarce forest stations. Along the way we will see villages of the Merina people 

scattered throughout the rocky mountainside. 

On arrival check-in to the hotel, and then after 19h00 enjoy a night walk in the area of Andasibe to observe 

night active lemurs and other nocturnal animals. Return to the hotel where we overnight. 

Overnight: Vakona Forest Lodge 

Escape to a tropical lush forest location in Andasibe, Madagascar, which offers visitors a wonderful 

encounter with nature. Located a few kilometres from the village and on the doorstep of the Andasibe 

National Park, Vakona Forest Lodge is a nature lover's paradise. Surrounded by lush forests featuring 

bountiful vegetation and a spectacular array of wildlife species, the marvellous lodge exudes a delightful 

rustic charm that is perfectly in keeping with the environment. Each of the 24 charming bungalows nestles 

between luxuriant gardens and includes double rooms as well as family units. Enjoy soaking in the en-suite 

bathroom and thereafter crawl under the luxurious bed covers beautifully framed by translucent mosquito 

netting. Relax on the terrace / balcony whilst taking in the amazing peaceful setting, or spend time in the 

adorable little outside living area. 
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Basis 
Bed & Breakfast 

 

 

Day 7:  Vakona Forest Lodge, Andasibe   

 

Day Itinerary 

After breakfast, we take a morning visit to the Special Reserve of Andasibe, where you will discover the 

many species dwelling in the forest.  In particular, your guide will search for the Indri Indri, the largest lemurs 

on the island. This 810 ha reserve is unique with its endemic fauna and flora. It contains a wide variety of 

orchids, canopy, and endemic animals like chameleons, tenrecs, and many birds. We also visit the Orchid 

garden. 

In the afternoon, we visit the V.O.I.I.M.A community reserve. This reserve provides a sustainable way of 

saving the remaining rainforests in the area by creating a livelihood for the local communities through 

reforestation projects. Here you will also come across a variety of wildlife, ranging from brown lemurs, indri, 

chameleons, geckos and birds. 

Basis 

Bed and Breakfast 

 

Day 8:  Palissandre Hotel & Spa, Antananarivo   

 

Antananarivo 

As previously described 

 

Day Itinerary 

After breakfast, we head back to Antananarivo, stopping at the Reptile & Butterfly farm. You will also have 

the opportunity to stop and purschae lunch along the way (lunch at own expense). The capital of 

Madagascar is also called the ‘City of Thousands’ and it is where the first King started to unify the different 

kingdoms of the island. Embark on a short city orientation tour. Arrive at your hotel in the late afternoon. 

Overnight: Palissandre Hotel & Spa   

Palissandre Hotel & Spa is located in downtown Antananarivo. It features an outdoor pool, a spa and a 

restaurant with terrace offering panoramic city views. Free WiFi access is available. The rooms at Palissandre 
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Hotel & Spa contain wooden furniture. Each room is equipped with a TV, telephone, minibar and air 

conditioning. Featuring a bath or shower, the bathrooms also comes with a hairdryer and bathrobes. You 

can enjoy city and pool views from the room. The restaurant serves local and French cuisine. The hotel's bar 

is equipped with sofas and overlooks the garden. Guests can enjoy drinks, cocktails and snacks. Other 

facilities at the hotel include a fitness center, a 24-hour front desk, a concierge service and meeting 

facilities. The property offers free on-site parking. 

 

 

Antananarivo 

As previously described 

Aa 

Basis 

Bed and Breakfast 

 

Day 9:  Mandrare River Camp, Ifotaka   

 

Ifotaka 

Situated in the Amboasary Sud District, Ifotaka a town and a commune on the beautiful island of 

Madagascar. It is known for its spectacular natural beauty, rich cultural heritage, and its numerous historical, 

sacred sites. It is home to the remote Ifotaka Community Forest, which is a wild, secluded sanctuary 

protected by the local Antandroy people. This off-the-beaten-track destination features abundant spiny 

forest, ancient hidden tombs, and unspoilt landscape inhabited by an array of endemic wildlife including a 

variety of lemurs and many bird species, such as the malachite kingfisher, hook-billed vangas, scops owl 

and many others. Don’t miss the opportunity to immerse yourself in local traditions and visit the ombiasy 

healer. 

 

Day Itinerary 

After breakfast at your hotel, you will be transferred back to Ivato airport for your two-hour flight to Fort 

Dauphin (flight is at an additional cost), on the south-eastern coast of Madagascar. Upon arrival you will be 

met by your guide and will have lunch in Fort Dauphin, before driving west towards Antandroy Spiny Forest. 

The three-hour journey offers a contrast of landscapes ranging from the rice paddies of the eastern 

seaboard over the lush tropical plateau to the drier arid region of sisal plantations and “spiny forest”. 

Upon arrival at the camp settle into your accommodation and enjoy the breath-taking views across the 

Mandrare River. Later you will embark on an exciting night walk in either the Forest of Analoalo or Ambovo. 

This unique experience allows you to witness diurnal lemurs finding their resting spots, while the nocturnal 

lemurs start to come alive in the otherworldly Spiny Forest. During the walk, you will have the chance to 
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observe sifakas and sleeping white-foot sportive lemurs. As the sun sets, you'll encounter two species of 

mouse lemurs, slumbering birds, fascinating chameleons, and active sportive lemurs. 

Overnight: Mandrare River Camp   

Situated under the Tamarind Trees along the banks of the Mandrare River, three hours drive from Fort 

Dauphin, is the new tented Mandrare River Camp. Set in the grounds of an old colonial sisal plantation, the 

camp is three kilometres from the village of Ifotaka and opposite the sacred ancestral forest of the 

Antandroy Tribe. The day to day activities will always include walks to see the endemic wildlife which 

Madagascar is famous for. The best times for these walks are the mornings and afternoons to escape the 

heat of the sun. Where suitable night walks will be arranged as this is often the best time to see many reptile 

species as well as the nocturnal lemur species such as Mouse and Sportive Lemur. Whenever possible and 

practical, interaction between clients and the local community is encouraged. Mealtimes are a treat. The 

head chef has perfected the art of producing fresh croissants in the bush! He has also found a reliable 

source for fresh lobster, local fish and prawns. The Zebu steaks are excellent while other little treats like foie 

gras are sourced in Tana. 

  
 

Basis 

Full Board 

 

Day 10:  Mandrare River Camp, Ifotaka   

 

Day Itinerary 

Enjoy a relaxed breakfast on the banks of the river, before embarking on a trip to the sacred Gallery forest, 

crossing the river on foot or by boat (depending on water levels) to observe lemurs and many bird species. 

Lunch will be served at your camp, and there will be time to relax before you depart on an afternoon 

activity, unless you would prefer to rest at camp and enjoy the serenity of the river. 

In the late afternoon, embark on a leisurely stroll through the hallowed spiny forest, which houses the 

ancestral tombs of the indigenous Antandroy tribe. This remarkable ecosystem is home to a diverse range of 

plant and animal species found exclusively within the spiny forest. Accompanied by an English-speaking 

guide and a knowledgeable tracker from the local community, you will receive an insightful introduction to 

the rich cultural heritage and traditions of the Antandroy people. Your visit is followed by sundowners on the 

Mandrare River banks.  
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Sacred Spiny Forest Guided Walk 

Head for a walk through the sacred spiny forest filled with the ancestral tombs of the local Antandroy tribe. 

There is an extraordinary array of flora and fauna here too, which is unique to the spiny forest. An English-

speaking guide and a tracker from the local community will give visitors an introduction to Antandroy 

culture and customs, followed by sundowners on the Mandrare River banks. 

  

Sundowners 

As the day winds down and the sky transforms into a mesmerizing canvas of colors, find yourself immersed in 

a serene and tranquil ambiance as you gather along the picturesque shores of the Mandrare River relishing 

refreshing beverages, as the sun gracefully sets beyond the horizon. 

   

 

 

Basis 
Full Board 

Day 11:  Mandrare River Camp, Ifotaka   

 

Day Itinerary 

Start your morning with tea or coffee before embarking on an early stroll through the spiny forest. Watch as 

sunlight filters through octopus trees and keep an eye out for unique birds like the crested coua. Return to 

camp for a hearty breakfast and then explore the local market or visit the fascinating Antandroy village, 

known for its rich culture. 

After lunch at the camp, unwind on your tent's terrace, observing riverside life. At 5pm, venture out for a 

mesmerizing sundowner experience amidst the iconic baobabs, where you can witness the sun's descent 

and the moon's ascent over the baobab-dotted landscape. 
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In the evening, there's a possibility of witnessing enchanting traditional dances by the local village, 

accompanied by captivating music and singing. This performance offers a glimpse into the core of 

Antandroy culture, where music and dance are integral to their rituals and daily life. 

 

Sacred Spiny Forest Guided Morning Walk 

Head for a walk through the sacred spiny forest filled with the ancestral tombs of the local Antandroy tribe. 

There is an extraordinary array of flora and fauna here too, which is unique to the spiny forest. An English-

speaking guide and a tracker from the local community will give visitors an introduction to Antandroy 

culture and customs, followed by sundowners on the Mandrare River banks. 

 

Baobab Alley 

At 19 kms from Morondava, admire the unique forest of baobab trees in the world. This set of a dozen trees 

presents a landscape of a rare elegance.Most of these baobabs are more than 800 years old, a legacy of 

the dense forests that have flourished on the island a long time ago. You will admire there the most beautiful 

specimens in a wonderful scenery. 

  

Day 12:  Talinjoo Hotel, Tolanaro (Fort Dauphin)   
 

Tolanaro (Fort Dauphin) 

Located on the southeastern coast of Madagascar, the city of Tolanaro, formerly known as Fort Dauphin, 

rests on a scenic peninsula sandwiched between the sparkling sea and spectacular mountains. It was the 

first French settlement on the island and serves as the capital of the Anosy Region. This port city has an 

ancient maritime past dating back to the early 16th century. Visitors can use Tolanaro as a central base 

from which to explore the dramatic and spectacularly scenic hinterland as well as enjoy a relaxing day on 

the beautiful Libanona Beach, sample mouthwatering Malagasy cuisine, and enjoy the city’s vibrant 
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nightlife. Other popular activities include: shopping, surfing, hiking, windsurfing, sightseeing, quad biking, 

and lemur tours. 

 

Day Itinerary 

Following breakfast, you will depart and take a 3-hour drive to Fort Dauphin, where you will spend the night. 

The day in Fort Dauphin will be at your leisure, giving you the freedom to explore and enjoy the area at your 

own pace. 

Overnight: Talinjoo Hotel   

The Talinjoo Hotel is situated in a quiet location overlooking the sea, adjacent to Libanona beach. The hotel, 

bar and restaurant are all constructed using local materials and raw timber with simplicity and comfort in 

mind, integrating perfectly with the surroundings.  Each of the 8 rooms with simple and clean design 

features a private outdoor wooden deck, where you can appreciate the spectacle of sunset. 

 
 

 

Basis 

Bed and Breakfast 

 

Day 13:  End of Itinerary   

 

Day Itinerary 

After breakfast, head to the airport for your scheduled flight to Antananarivo (not included in the package 

price), where you will make your onward connection for your departure flight. 

 

Basis 
Bed & Breakfast 
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Transport 

 

Flight Information 

 

 

Transfers 

 

Voyage Information 

 

  

Date Flight Airline Departure Airport Time Arrival Airport Time Class Ref 

 Scheduled  Fascene Airport 

[NOS] 

 Ivato International 

Airport [TNR] 

   

 Scheduled  Ivato International 

Airport [TNR] 

 Tolanaro Airport [FTU]    

 Scheduled  Tolanaro Airport [FTU]  Ivato International 

Airport [TNR] 

   

Date Company Pick Up Drop Off Time Vehicle 

  Fascene Airport [NOS] Nosy Be Port  Transfer 

  Nosy Be Port Fascene Airport [NOS]  Transfer 

  Ivato International Airport [TNR] Palissandre Hotel & Spa  Transfer 

  Palissandre Hotel & Spa Vakona Forest Lodge  Transfer 

  Vakona Forest Lodge Palissandre Hotel & Spa  Transfer 

  Palissandre Hotel & Spa Ivato International Airport [TNR]  Transfer 

  Tolanaro Airport [FTU] Mandrare River Camp  Transfer 

  Mandrare River Camp Talinjoo Hotel  Transfer 

  Talinjoo Hotel Tolanaro Airport [FTU]  Transfer 

Date Boat Agency Departure 

Port 

Time Arrival Port Time Class Ref 

 Cruise  Nosy Be Port  Tsara Komba    

 Cruise  Tsara Komba  Nosy Be Port    
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PRE-DEPARTURE INFORMATION 

 

DEPARTURE: 

When arriving in Nosy Be on Day 1 of the tour you will be picked up from the airport and will proceed with your tour. 

Should you arrive prior to day 1, we can arrange pre tour accommodation for you if required. 

ACCOMMODATION: 

Please note that Madagascar is a country which is in its infancy when it comes to tourism. Accommodation is limited so 

all the above mentioned accommodation are subject to availability, and we reserve the right to change these using 

similar accommodation of the same standards.  

TRANSPORT: 

In Antananarivo we use an air-conditioned vehicle, and for the rest of the tour, we use 4x4 vehicles. 

VISAS: 

A visa is required to enter the territory of Madagascar and can easily be obtained upon arrival at the airport of 

Antananarivo with a validity of up to 60 days. Tourists staying for less than one month, can purchase a visa for 115’000 

Ariary (around 35 €). Paying with the exact amounts or small currency is advised. No photographs are required, however 

please ensure that passports are valid for at least 6 months after return date. 

TRAVEL INSURANCE: 

Please note that travel and cancellation insurance is mandatory for every guest travelling with Jenman Madagascar 

Safaris. All insurance is solely the responsibility of our guests. Please ensure you arrange your own insurance with 

protection for the full duration of your journey to cover personal injury, damage and loss of personal items including but 

not limited to camera equipment and other electronic items, medical expenses, repatriation expenses and loss of 

luggage, etc. Please speak to your travel agent if you require assistance.  

MAKING YOUR TRAVELS MEANINGFUL: 

The Grow Africa Foundation (163-738 NPO) is the responsible tourism initiative started by Jenman African Safaris and 

Hideaways. The focus of Grow Africa is to make a positive impact on the environment, society and economy in the 

places we travel to. We do this by instigating and supporting local social and environmental projects. 

Your booking makes a difference:  With every booking to the value of R10, 000 / US$1,000 / EUR1, 000 or more a 

donation of R50 / US$5 / EUR5 will go to the Grow Africa Foundation.  Click here to see the projects your booking is 

supporting: http://www.jenmansafaris.com/about-us/grow-africa/  

 

For more information regarding the attractions, accommodations and areas visited on this tour, we invite you to click 

through to the tour listing on our website www.jenmansafaris.com. You will also find information regarding availability 

and possible extensions to our scheduled tours. Our reservations office is at your service and we look forward to 

welcoming you to Jenman online! 

 

 

 

http://www.jenmansafaris.com/about-us/grow-africa/
http://www.jenmansafaris.com/
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